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Monday – Vocabulary Development

1. The Anglo-French prefix sur means “above”. What 
does the word surmount mean?
A. open a gate
B. think of a new idea
C. undergo a change
D. overcome a difficulty

3. Which word does not 
belong in this group of words? 

A. title
B. heading
C. question mark
D. subheading

2. What does the figurative language in this sentence 
most likely mean?

My thinking was clear like a bright sunny day.

A. unable to remember something
B. can easily think of it
C. wonders where to go
D. asking for help

4. Which word does not 
belong in this group of words–
A. literal
B. figurative
C. factual
D. exact

Week 2

© 2017 TeamTom Education

Tuesday – Vocabulary Development

1. What does the word annual mean in the sentence 
below?

Every year there was a cherry pit spitting contest. 
The annual event drew crowds from many towns.

A. surpassed
B. attention
C. forgotten
D. yearly

2. LeBron James went back to 
practice this year. He’s going to 
give the championship another 
shot.

A. Definition 1
B. Definition 2
C. Definition 3

Read this dictionary entry.
3. The doctor suggested a 
vaccine shot to prevent the flu.
A. Definition 1
B. Definition 2
C. Definition 3
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shot noun 1. a small amount in a needle 
2. to throw for a score 3. a try or attempt

How is shot used in sentences #2 and #3?
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Wednesday - Expository

Can you remember the last time you blinked? 
Blinking occurs involuntarily – it’s automatic. You 
rarely notice blinks because they are incredibly fast. 
Your brain ignores the flash of darkness, and you feel 
like you have uninterrupted sight.

1. The author wrote this paragraph to –
A. provide awareness of involuntary blinking
B. explain why blinking is good for your eyes
C. provide reasons for automatic blinking
D. encourage the reader to think about how to blink

2. Which detail from the selection supports the idea 
that people aren’t bothered by blinking?
A. Blinking occurs involuntarily
B. They are incredibly fast
C. Feel like you have uninterrupted sight

3. How does the author 
organize this paragraph? 
A. an idea with support
B. facts and opinions
C. sequential order
D. compare and contrast

4. The reader can conclude –
A. Eye muscles get tired when 

blinking too much.
B. Sometimes we aren’t aware 

of our eyes blinking.
C. Involuntary blinking occurs 

for many reasons.
D. Blinking rarely happens 

during times of darkness.
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Thursday – Poetry

Pit Take Flight
Launch, flight, missile
When it goes there’s not a whistle
Across the field you send
To a bucket, a can, or friend
It’s just so fun to shoot,
That cherry pit from the fruit.

1. Which line helps the reader 
understand the meaning of “launch”? 

A. Across the field you send
B. To a bucket, a can, or friend
C. That cherry pit from the fruit
D. It’s just so fun to shoot

2. The poet includes line 4 most likely to -

3. Why does the poet compare cherry pits 
to missiles?
A. They both are shaped like long 

cylinders.
B. They both come from airplanes.
C. They both fly fast and far.

4. The poem is written from the point of 
view of a -
A. cherry
B. human
C. airplane
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