
Name: _________________________________________________ Date: _______________________ 

Directions: Read this short biography and use text evidence to answer the questions.  

Clara Barton 
 Clarissa Harlow Barton was born on December 25, 1821 in North Oxford 

Massachusetts. Her father was a local hero who inspired her with a sense of duty and 

patriotism. 

When Clara was just a young girl, she took care of her injured brother Stephen. She 

developed a talent for nursing, and that talent would later save many soldiers on the 

battlefield. 

 After a successful career as a teacher, Clara went to work in the federal government. In 

1861, the United States began the American Civil War. Clara could not stand on the sidelines, 

she joined the war by nursing soldiers. She knew many of the soldiers when she taught them 

as young children. 

Her heroic work as a nurse earned her great recognition. Clara began traveling and 

giving speeches about civil rights and liberty. In 1881, Clara Barton started the American Red 

Cross. The American Red Cross is an organization that is still around today. It helps people 

during times of natural disaster. 
- 

1. What is the main idea of this passage? 

A. Clara Barton is a hero who loved 

learning. 

B. Clara Barton is a hero who was dedicated 

to helping others. 

C. Clara Barton started the American Red 

Cross. 

 

3. What word best describes Clara Barton? 

A. Organized 

B. Friendly 

C. Wealthy 

D. Caring 

2. What is the main idea of the 2nd 

paragraph? 

A. caring for a sibling 

B. learning to teach 

C. joining the war 

D. growing up 

4. Which sentence best shows Clara’s motivation 

for her heroic deeds? 

A. It helps people during times of disaster. 
B. After a successful career as a teacher… 

C. Clara began traveling. 
D. Her father was a local hero. 
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